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The Warren store -- the company's 176th --
is set snugly in the Heritage Village
development.

"It made sense 1o put a store here where we
did see reinvigorated growth." said Meijer
spokeswoman Stacie Behler. "t just was a
logical choice to continue our growth here."

Warren Councilman Keith Sadowski said
the new store fills a need for grocers in this
city of about 135,000,

Menjer's growth plan includes adding about
224 stores in Michigan and other states by
2020, The company's Metro Detroit stores
include locations in Fraser, Madison Heights,
Livonia, Roval Oak, Taylor and Southgate,

Could some of the new stores find their way
into the Detroit market that many grocers have
Med?

"We don't have any specific plans rnight
now" {or stores in Detroit, Behler said, "What
| can say 18 when we're looking for property,
we're looking everywhere,”

The company 1s at a "crossroad of our
future focus," Behler said, as it changes its
stores, widening aisles, creating a more open
teel in the store by lowering shelves and
improving lighting, moving pharmacies to the
[ront, posting signs to help people navigate
and cutting prices by 10 percent to 50 percent
on 5,000 products every week.

Those discounts lured Teresa Novakowski
early Tuesday to shop tor Christmas presents
with her sister-in-law Terry Novakowski.

With a sharply discounted foosball table --
$29.99. down from $99.99 -- and toothpaste in

John T, Grellick | The Datroit News

Meijer's 176th store drew a crowd that
stretched the length of the 207,000-square-
foot bullding on Mound Road on its first
day. See full image

Meijer's story

1934 — S0-year-old barber Hendrik Meijer opens
Meijer's Grocery in Greenville, Mich,

1948 — First Grand Rapids Maijer store opens,

1960s — Meijer grows to 26 storas, with more
than 4,000 employees.

2006 — Meijer has 176 stores in llinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Michigan and Chic.
Sovrce: Meljer.com

the cart, Teresa Novakowski said she was surprised it took the Michigan-based chain so long to

open a store in the city.

"With Warren being so big. vou'd think thev'd have one by now," she said. "I think 1t will do

good for the aity."

The new Meijer store in Allen Park is expected to be near the same size as the Warren store.

Meijer has opened five stores this year, including the Warren store, and plans to open six or
seven more next year, including stores in Lenox Township and DeWitt.

The Warren store also boasts the first of 20 E85 fuel pumps the company plans to open at its
sites in southeastern Michigan by the end of the year, as part of a partnership with General
Motors Corp. and CleanFUEL USA. a Texas company that makes fuel dispensing equipment.
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