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In the News – Survey of Birmingham residents regarding Barnum site discussed by lead consultant Jay Brown, of Kenneth J. Dalto & Associates in The Birmingham Eccentric Newspaper.  

Farmington Hills, Michigan -- March 10, 2005 -- A survey of Birmingham residents was discussed at Monday’s city commission meeting regarding the future of the Barnum center property, a former school located on 8.32 acres or prime real estate land in one of the 5 richest counties in the United States.  

Jay Brown, of Kenneth J. Dalto & Associates, and project manager of this endeavor, illustrated residents top priorities of: low taxes, maintaining high property values and maintaining quality school as the three most important factors.  He further illustrated that residents’ view that Birmingham is lacking a community swimming pool, recreational center and green space.

Since a recreational center at the Barnum site isn’t financially feasible, it was also brought to light that the local YMCA is open to a joint venture with the city for a recreation center at a different facility not far from the Barnum center.  

Another alternative for the Barnum center is the possibility of selling off a piece of the land for housing.  Residents in the immediate area of the Barnum center are opposed to this idea and want the entire structure demolished and the entire tract of land to be used as green space.
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