tivber trivde missien 1o ;mr.urc a
crnEact.

Y1 Jamuary, the. manufacruring
software firm signed an agree-
menl with  Priemyrelnd  infor-
matiks # radenie, sro. (PIR)
ol Slovakia to be a reseller and

m pErcent of VI

averall 200

Jansen sales, sccording

o Roberl Jansen,

chanpel managers &t V1A, who

first mel PIR during the 10-day
trade mission.

o p:-H‘I!- racking se
. | guencing, trace
bones ability,  aquality

and performamce

mnitofing within @ manufactur-
ing environment

“Initially, we are going 10 as

VIA already does direct buosi-
ness m Furope bat mainly with
large  American autn suppliers.
Jansen s the selationship with
PIR will allow YIA's software to
penetrace smaller, Europesn-bised
supplicrs

On the right path

Alley wins
$6M for
seeding,
operations

AY ERIC MORATH
e hE b re e oom

Andomation Alley won o 56 nil
lini prate st lor epbrationg and
1o eapamd seed Tanding for eply-
A0 CEmPAIe,

T ndgnificant cash infusion Toe
s Ty aasedd tschnalcgy oomsor-
fibien, whode current pounl budgel
B2 million, Alley alficials sald
by itend o npemwd (he dollaes
oyar B ihpes-year gemod; mioee than
Taadi Ak fumlls widl be prisstarougl
tollary — mwoney directly invested
I mmergg g bosinesses aod nol (o
e Adbey"s sxpreration cals

- “We appreciale
the siale's Lo
tmwed s
%} Aulirnntsiag
Adley’s inltin-
tives” Ken Rog-
gk, AuLomofion
Alley  execoiive
director  smd,
the organizaliog s
Jun. 24 aomuil mesting

Along with the additional Tund-
Ing, stale lendevs are atlowing the
Alley 1 expeind it sced-funding
progean beyend advanced gl
motive technolopy. The Alley’s
Technology Cenler now masy -
veat in life sciences, homelod
secnrity, information echnology
unel other sedect fields

Thee indent s for the Alley’s in-
vestmenl portfelio o mimmor the
sectory that the state’s 2 1st Centu-
ry Tohs progron has identified s
[porant ord Erieing seclor.

Butunlike the 215t Century Jobs
Fund aod ity predecessons — the
Life Soeoces Corndor and Tech-

Rogors

See FUNDING, page 12

Aametion Alisy Presicen My Riesh, a Arddbemor feadouar o fsghl ofganiation ot the gt time

Expansion nets results;
critics say area still lags

Silicon Valley. Route 175 Au
poatunioan Alley

Adler u 2005 that sw Auloans-
o Alley post ils frst double-digii
pervcentage  membership  prowth
smee 20012, Pregident Jerry Rush
sid the Trow-based  iechnology
pinsartium is proving Hy valee o
members and esshlishing the re-
DEOD &S AT IEOVRNOTE CENTET (i i
with other comiders.

MNew moge than M) members
stromg, the Alley grew 164 per-
cent fasd year, In each of the poor
e vears, membershin incrased
by bess than 6 percent.

“Thai growth is a temendods
pecompiishment considering the
staie of this economy,” Roch said,
It s certainly & srong demonstra-
ticn oof Fxith that Antomation Alley

.
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is where peopls need to be”
Rush, sso smior ditecior of
government affzirs and commuicy
refativns 3t Troy-based Ananleri-
tor Inc., & entering his second vear
&5 predoent of the Alley. He will
zerve in that role unti] exrly 2007

| 0%

W{#"

Consgtdening Michigun s oul
pocing the nation in terms of un
employrment, uad the suto indus
try is contimung o steugs le, some
may question the value of an orga-
nizaton thal promoles acutheast
Michigan as a high-tech hub

Bot Rush said it 5 times like
iheae when the Alley caun prove its
worth.

“We are the rght organization
and the right Hme . " be said
“WWe am at 3 nmning speed 0
handle these 330es instead of pest
lagnching.”

The Alley has established i sol-
id wray of services wnd offesings,
Rush said, that position it to assist
everyone from stanups (o interna-
thonal autn suppliers rying to af-
tract and retain tzlented workers.

The Allcy has four “hnes” of

‘Ses RESULTS, page 13,

wilh nther Eunpcu'n Hrms it rioed
during the misston, partiealacly
those i Hungary, Jansen said,
Hayes Jongs, senior advisor (o
the Automation  Alley  Interma-

See VIA, page 19

Making the marks

.
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i Watiennl Association of Home
Beniledess econoamisi

UThere 3% a simmernng down,
said David Seiders, NATIB econo
mist, speaking 1 the Builldiog 1o
dustry Association of Southeast
vrn Michigan Jan, 19,

But Domime Mocen of Mocen
Hearizs, fhe past BIA president,
sl the southieast Michigan new
honging mugkel will continoe 1o
greow, He highlighted 2005, which
had the third-highest number of
resilentind bailding permits sssued
finthe past 15 yeass,

“Crurs 15 ot o velatile kel
Muocer swid.

Por the hifth coosecutive veas,
Chalebunel Conerny ouidistanced sur-
ronmmding, counties in the number
ol buildisg  permits dssoed, se-
cording to the Southeast Michigan
Couneil of Governmenia.

The sesedential baibding ndus
try han hien one of the Few growih
mirkets an the aadoanodive and
pini (oo industrics ave de
climed in soistleast Mickigan

Monetiehess, signs of weaken
i appeansd o 2005 0s permiis
fell short of previoos: levels In
200K, the counly's B2 comemun

"

Gomtinunet frn e

Biuninean:

* The Tesshnology Cenzer, which
bl entseprencurs enlanee thme
il ool provides soed landing o
erneeging husinensey,;

=T Memdser Conurtim, which
ugis gnos o this Adley's evenls,

o GLIMA, an orginisuton [or
mlivichinl womhers b the feching
agy fichiy and

« The Iotemational  Business
Center, which helps Jocal small
il midk-ized businesses. expon
il assine Toreign compnmies es
pibslash o bise in Mickipan,

Funding teeh stamepe and help
ing foreign anip parts ke
s 0 far ery swhal Dislphi Corp.,
RIS Carp., ArvinMeritor and othe
originnl members envisiomed when
they joteed with Chaklamd County
1o establish the Alley b 1995,

"When the Alley ariginned, the
pual was 1o uttrnct and Tedain high-
rechoology tulent to the region.”
Rush swd, “I's opgoiog, bl i
many wiys we loak @ that 25 mis
sion pcccmplished

The Alley bas expanded s fo-

regions in Decomber, with-only the
South reportiog & 5.2 percent ain.
The Midwest had o 236 percent
decline, owang in part (o weather
conditions, Seiders reported.

Ovemll. NAHB®: forecast for
2006 anticipaies 8 6.5 percent de-
cline m the nabosnal housng mar-
ker, Seidess aaid.

Thir vear will bring a Michi-
gan coonomy bess reliaml on the
new housing murket as the drving
prowih industry due 0 8 lack of
joby growih in the sate. But Mo-
cort told baniders that 94 percent
of Michigan residents are shill em-
ploved and can slford new hiees.

Driven by lower pnletes! rates.
the ‘meve of apanment dwellers
1 first homes will slow down, Se
Jilers waitl, simply bocanse the mush
hmu jaust

Sowhat con help srulhean Mich
igun’s hinssing market in 20067
Stable nieres! rales, the apparent
foss of momenlam of fropsed
changes fo morigage dodsctions for
incime tax, consmuners’ continaiig
interest in spcond himes, builder
incentives and the aeed W replace
aging homes, Seadern waid

The medint aje of bousing

cus 16 mehnde more small wch
firmn, Last year, for eample, the
Alley sinned @n cnlrejreboumn so
riew thal gt fledgling companics
in fronl of angel investors 1"umns
nre vy poy expand that quarierdy
g ram 10 sy Uines & yeur

The Technology Center alwo in
vemely o et ased Tundiag o
ke, one miae than in 20005

The Alley's bosnd makeop also
lias evalved o inclode companies
nutside technology and auiomo
tive, such an Royal Ouak:-based
Heaamont Hospatals, and cmaller
firms, such as Troy-based IT wr-
vices firm PMY Techaologhes,

PMY employs alvot 40 people

“Bmall businesees play 8 e
mendous mle in oor scondamy, and
e a [airly fast-gprowing local IT
presvider we find our evolvement
with the Alley invaloahle” sid
Scot Goemmel, PMY excoative
vice president and newly elecied
miember of the Alley boanl.

In addition 4o serving members
locally, the Aliey also is beconung
i more recopnizable voice i Lan-
sing and Washington, Rush sad It
worked 10 preserve and 2dd jobs
e Detront Arsenal in Warmen

growth in the Fourth quarser, 2005,
and a 15 percent prowth in the
Detrent metropotitan area. Com-
pere that to 35 perceni—H) percent
price growth in the bodtes mark=s,
Setders sand

Sciders epcouraged builders
oifer incentives to' sl tewly buit
homes. Incentives can - inchode in-
chading extras, such 2 tile floodng.
without shitional cost, or paying
baryers’ morigape closing costs,

"incemives can be 3 strong way
of mmntwining sales oyl thene”
Scidors sdded

Sull. Michigan is in an unusual
economic position in- 2 pation
whose eoopomy has pebounded
from the 2001 roccanion and s, in
fact, pgrowing. Unlike past reces-
nions, however, Michigans mans-
facturing sl automotive indns
tries. have mof rebosmidedd

“This time the patlern i alarm-
ingly different” Seiders sail “Tr
the rewd of the country was not do-
ing well, Michigan would be in a
deperasbon ™

B Joanne Malissewskl covers
read astate for Qukdand
Buainess Review.

‘We'ue shown
leaders in
Washington and
elsewhere that
Automation Alley
ranks right up
there with Silicon
Valley and Route
128 in Boston®
Jesry Rush

preaend,
Acrtormation Ay

wd Gow, Jennifer Granholn and
House Spesker Cray DeRoche
(H-Novi) used Alley events 34 a4
plafisrm discuss basiness policy.

“We"ve shown leaders in Wash-
ingoa snd elsewhere that Auto-
matica Alkey ranks right up these
with Silicon Valley and Rowte 128
in Boston,” Rush sd.

ceutives Dan (ilbert and David
Katyman — joined active ivestars
Brian Hesmelin and Gary Shill

man in the deal:

Adl fourwill join ef'nze’s board,
the privately beld company sa8d in
& Jan. 3 press refease.

The company did not say what
bewel of equity the four investors
will ‘have in ePrize, which hay
developed oaline promofions, i
chuchng sweepstakes und reward
programs. for the likes of Coca
Cola Co., Progter & Camble Co
and Dell o

The (unds allow ePrize o de-
velop new technology, contmue

liers. Kareman is vice chaurrman of
Chicken LomnsRock Finaneil and
wvice chairman of the Cavaliers.

Hermelin, president and - oo-
CBEO of Active Asro Group in ¥an
Buren Township, amd Sun Cone
mumities CEC Shiffman have been
autvve ePyine investors sinoe HHL

Fifth Third Bank provided bank
financing ‘and & working capital
facility, ePrize wid,

“Oar new boird mwmbers will
add consulerable strategic value
to ePrize, acling as mentors und
bringing o wenlth of experience fo
enabsle e company togrow,” siid
Linkaer sl

VIA
Contiruad from page 3

tional Deiness Canter, said VIA'S
deal ks the first of what will he sey-
eral dealy steaming from e teade
miaabon

“Usually o takes ar least six
mantha, a0 1 belisvs this (4 just the
beginning,” he suld

Jones credited the trade mis
won's close  involvement  with
the U5 Commendial Service in

the foreign countries for making
meaningful connectioas Tor the
participating companies.

Joamen giniel i wiis so encoucoged
by Outobier’s weip tu thie Alley i
consldering a rewm masslon G
Eastern Eurogee o 206K, The Al
lery alsee ba planmning 4 tege b Chinea
i the full,

W Erig Mornih covers
mamfactusing and technofogy
for Oaliland Business Rovicw

FUNDING

Continuad rom pago 3

wlogy T Corrlor < the Alley's
Bhaes dioa "t cogue Lo the Jorms of

o frmnts, Instend, the fands g seed

Othsers, such s Michigun State
Unveraity ccosamics - peofessor
Charles Ballard, said it"s oo soon
1 judge the Alley.

“It remnains 1o be seen iF Michi-
gnn can devebop the crwical masa
it takes to be oot juss an automa-
uve hub, but o high-tech cluster,”
Ballard said. “To the axtent Auwto-
muaton Alley ond ather graoups e
working to expand bevoad wubo-
motive, that's a goad stgn"”

B Enc Movath covers
technokogy for Oakland
Business Review.

jrvenbinentn i, ke oy corly
sbage invedtor, the Alley Bopes o
et g peduen ol thal investmend,

Ay retaros would b relmaciiod

o b anther young compaey,

Sinea the geed -funding progron

have seceived Alley Investmenis.
Toun Auberson, senisr direcion of
Avtomution Alley, soad he antici-
pillss 4in mre compunics oo
celve lunding in 204

The state wlso granted the Alley
S92 000 ax part of the Michigin
[nformation  Security  Regional
Skills Alance progrm,  The
program’s gools inelude identi-
fying opportunities (or soulleast
Michigun businesses in informu-
tisn secunty development wnd
ichenii (ying, corcer paths oo thit
faesfel.

r,|_1 in MK, wx compiiics

# Eric Morath cavers
technatagy for Dakiand
! Busingss Review,




