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Black Friday’s deals lure
Metro shoppers in droves

A crowd goes for the DVOs at the Auburn Hills Bast Buy, where tha doars opened at 5 a.m. Friday with mén-.i's'huhpiars._ already in line.

Piitca by Craclas V. fines § Tha Ditrett Nevs

Sales appear strong, but analysts expect rest of season to be flat

BY JACLYN TROP AND JENNIFER YOUSSEF
Tha Datrolt Bews

Metro Detroiters filled local malls and
shoppingcenters Friday for the traditional
start of the holiday shopping season, but
SO experts warn that traffic may not re-
main brisk through the weekend, despite
ongoing discounts; or for the rest of the
BEASOT,

Sales and foot traffic figures won't be
available until today, but in Metro Detroit,
Friday's numbers seemed tobe on par with
last year's levels, said retail analyst Ken-
neth J Dalto of Kenneth 1. Dalto & Assoel-
aies.

The dayisa seasonal shopping angma-
Iy becanse of the deep discounts and ex-
tended store houes, and not necessarily &
harbinger, he said.

Meora anline: Brawse a photo
gallery of Black Friday shopping at
detnews.combusiness,

d

Nationally; retailers suffered the worst
sales decline in several decades last holi-
day season, but the good news is that
they’re heading into the 2008 Christmas
selling period armed with lean inventories

and more prctical goods om their shelves

that reflect shoppers' new psyehe.

With the U.8, unemplovment rate at
102 percent in Cctober and Michigans
jobless rate at 15,1 percent; and consumers

strugeling with tight credit, many analysts:

expect total holiday sales to be about even
willl & year ago.

Pleose see Shoppers, Page 74

: s,
At Twelve Oaks Mall in Navi, shoppers load
up on bargalns on Black Friday.
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Shoppers
Continited from Page 14

“If Black Friday is any indica-
tion,” 2aid Lawra Conrad, presi-
dent of comparison shopping
Web site PriceGrabbercom, it
looks like people shopped earlier
this vear, or maybe they're hold-
Ing cut until Tater for bigger dis-
counts”

Da.]msazdalatmt‘peapleahup-
ping Friday probably weren't hiyy-
ing presents but were hiying for
themselves hecause of the “knoclk-
yoursocksoff’  discounts’ on
clothiig, toys and electronies,

“Pricedriven shopping” is &
symptom of the economy, Dalto
anid. "Penple dre shopping pri-
dently, Utimately T think the sex-
son will be down overall com-
pared to Jast vear®

Stores took mxira precantions
1 control the throngs after a Wal-
Mart worker on Long Tsland was
trampled to death last vear

But police were calbed to a Wal-
Mart store in the Upland, Calif.
The store shiut down for more
than two hours after customers
inside cansed a ‘ruckius. There
WETE N ATTests;

Tampa-area television station
WTSP meported a brief fight ata
Brandon Wal-Mart between shop
e seeking GPS devices, And in
Semintle County, Florida, three
law enforcement agencles wer
called to & Wal-Mart fight there,
acearding to WEMG-TV,

Full lots, good discounts

Traffic was mived Friday at
Metro Detroft shopping centers
il malls, There were long Tines
in gome Placks a5 consuiners took
a shot af landing the deepest dis-
counts - Elsewhere, erowds wers
(F18 hutnul.mpwmm‘

Star Kennedy of Oxford said
she arrived at The Somdérset Col-
lection in Troy around 1 p.m, and
was Hieky to find a parking space.

She and her mom, Pam Rula-
som of Lake Orion, had been out
since § a.m. hitting retailers, in-
cluding  Home Depot, Meijer,
Kohl's, Target, Old Mavy and Bath
& Body Works.

“Its been good,” Kennedy said,
“1 kave no complaints”

Mall marketing director Linda -
Melntesh said the day got off toa

busier start this year, necessitat-
ing off-gite paridng byl fm.

It amazing — a fot of traffie
andalot; alobofbags" she said

= Tha Dutroit News |

Charkas V. Tinga | Thet Deerch Hrws

People gat In line a5 early as 9 p.m. Thursday for the § a.m. Friday

opaning at the Auburn Hills Bast Buy,

Hot gellera were “kind of hack
o bagles,” McTntosh sabl *It's ev-
erything ¥ou can puk in your clos
et and work rround.”

Bales and traffic seemed be het-
terthan bast year at the mall’s Res-
toration  Hardware,  sssociate
manager Andrew Lembke said,

“It's 7O percent gifts and the
rest  are Cpersonal  purchases”
Lemke said, crediting the stares
Black Friday success ta its offer of
S100 off every 3500 purchase of
fall-price merchandise.

‘More for my money’

By 11 e st Twelve Oaks mall
in Mo, crowds WeTE STrong.

But Pa.trilzlahmr.t of Detroit be-
lieves the lines were shorter, and

. snﬁditmmzrwl‘udpaﬂung.
- don't- think  there: are cuse|

many people oul this year” sald
Seott, who arrived a2 6:30 wm.
Afny Love of Hadley, shopping
with “her. daughters at Twelve
Chakis, sald there alss were fewer

big deals on specifie prodicts.

But Lowwe was pleased to find
numerous blanket discounts and
seeminghy lower prices;

“I fieel Tike T getting more for
iy TnoneEy this vear) she said.

AL Great Lakes Crossing in Au-
burn Hills; store managers report-
ed strong sales for Victoria’s Se-
cret appared, Coach handbags and
Hike sneakers, according 0 spo-
keswoman  Earen  MacDonald.
The first shopper arrived a 10:50
. Thursday and waited at
Sporks Authority, which gave up to
$20 to the first 100 shoppers. By
415 &m.,-there were nearly 100
people in loe for the sporting
poods stone and the nesrby Basy
FroShop.

The first in Hoe at the Best Buy

in Rogeville, at Gratot and 13

Mile, were Clandette Morgan and
herhusband, Ale Harrell,
The couple slaked their spot

oitside the electronics retailer at

& pm. Wednesday in hopezs of
sOAgEing 8500 laptop computer
vouehers for their kida,

Clandette Teft work at 1 pm,

"It's fun now. It's a tradi-
tlan, It's exciting to sea if
youcangetthedeals”
Sarah Davis of Pigus, Ohio

Wednesday and joined her hos-
band under a tarp ootside the
store,

The couple weathered the
night using a keroseng heater and
portable toilets provided by Rest
Buy,

For Clavdette, the deals were
warth it.

"Tenjoo it," she satd.

"I don't,” countered her weary
hushand.

The couple drank free hot
chocolate passed out by Rob Rice,
peneral manager 0fa nearby Hoo-
tees, and afew vwaitresses.

“T've been here before and 1
kno wihat it's Jike” Rice saicl.

Several would-be  shoppers
ook one glimpse of the line, got
back into their cars and Jef

Among them were: Rodrick
Shaffer and his wife, Sonia, who
arrived jost afler the doors
opened a5 am,

"Tlooked at it and it's 1ike, nah,
It not worth it” Rodrick Shaffer
said:

Ttsa uaditin'n'

At the Meiier slore at Tel-
Twtve mallin Southfield, bieary-
eved deal seckers made a beeling
far electronics and some 1eft with
big-sereen TVz in thelr carts,

Sarah Davis of Piqua, Ohio,
was in line ak Tel-Twelve by da.m
and already Liad checked Toys 'R
Uiz and Mefjer off her list,

"It a tradition. Its exciting to
see if you can gk the deals”

The day started quiethy at Fast-
land Centerin Harper Woods.

That suited Darmin DiAngelo
and Randy Farb-of Ferndale, as
they shopped at Maey's for towels
o buy for DAngelo’s mother, [
likis to get & good deal, but I'm not
one of those loonkes who camps

ot all night” DAngelo sald.

As the morning wore on, more
shoppers turmed puk, and many
carried multiple bags through the
mzall, where they said they found
good deals,

Amanda Rogers of Warren
dragged her friend Lori MoFad-
den of Center Line out at 5 am. to
shop at Eastland.

Yo buy more than you really
want,'  McFadden  protested,
pointing to a‘cart full of toys for
her kids.

But, Rogers cheered, "Good
deals rock”

Associated Prass contrbuted,

ANE EDUCATIOH

i-uum!mm :_.l.,n,muuﬂ

RATED
AROUND THE WORLD!

.00 0.4

CHICAG0 ETEHNREY, Reger Ebart

MICHAEL TACKSON'S

THISISIT

(B L ]
IN THEATERS
UNTIL DEC. 3

NOW PLAYING

CHECK LOCALTISTINGS FOR
THEATERS AND SHOW TIMES

S “BOTH FUNNY AND UPLIFTING.

SANDRA

o, FREVIEW ONLIVE

BULLOCK

THE BUND SIDE

ledlny e cnm

ATRIU

VIGGD MORTENSEN

[0 Aegeirs Timea

i ATHE




