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In the News – Birmingham’s Barnum site recommended to be turned into an innovative urban park and other suggestions.  The Birmingham Eccentric quotes Jay Brown, consultant with Kenneth J. Dalto & Associates.  

Farmington Hills, Michigan -- March 10, 2005 – Recommendations for the future of the Barnum center, an 8.3-acre parcel of land in Birmingham, have left residents, in general, pleased.

The primary recommendation is that the oldest portion of the building be preserved for streetscape and future flexibility and the remainder be converted into an innovative urban park.  The secondary recommendation is to enhance the information gathered in a resident survey and discussions with the local YMCA to join forces creating a joint venture recreation facility away from the Barnum site.

An additional possibility is to sell off a portion of the Barnum property for housing.  Jay Brown, of Kenneth J. Dalto & Associates, and project manager of this endeavor, commented at Monday’s city commission meeting that, “even if you split off five to ten residential lots, that’s lots of money, you’re talking substantial dollars.”

Discussion ended with a unanimous vote calling for the city manager to return to the commission in the near future with specific recommendations regarding: the formation of two groups – 1) to develop an innovative urban park setting at Barnum and 2) to develop the joint venture recreation center at another facility.  In addition, there will be further exploration into possible uses and disposition of the existing building and land under the building on the Barnum site.
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